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Date:                                      Class: 

 
Instinct or Learned Behavior? 
Content Flipchart p. 17 
 
Directed Inquiry  
 

 30 minutes  
pairs 

 
Objective 
 • Follow directions for an investigation to examine and differentiate instincts and 
learned behaviors 
 
Inquiry Skills 

• Compare 
• Classify/Order 
• Communicate 

 

Observation Learned: brushing teeth, talking, singing, drinking from a cup, playing 

football   Instinctive: sleeping, waking up, crying, laughing, migrating  

Both: walking  

 

Both: walking  

Conclusion Some behaviors are learned, some are instinctive, and some are 

both.  
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